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6th Sunday of Easter

Second Prayer
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly
to you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort
those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried
in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones
who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to

them. Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the conse-
quences for the economy and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great
suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as
you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their
hearts be opened to confidence and trust.

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this
emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic effort and grant
them strength, generosity and continued health.

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral con-
cern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone.

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that
they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus.

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the
aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic solu-
tions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing
and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to pre-
vent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.

Beloved Mother, help us realise that we are all members of one great family and to recog-
nise the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to
alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in
service, constant in prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God
will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can
serenely resume its normal course.

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves,
O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.

Amen. Pope Francis

Faith: Faith is a personal act—the free response of the human person to the initiative of
God who reveals himself. But faith is not an isolated act. No one can believe alone, just
as no one can live alone. You have not given yourself faith as you have not given your-
self life. The believer has received faith from others and should hand it on to others.
Our love for Jesus and for our neighbour impels us to speak to others about our faith.
Each believer is thus a link in the great chain of believers. I cannot believe without being
carried by the faith of others, and by my faith I help support others in the faith. (CCC,
166).

Attitude: “The longer I live, the more I realise the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to
me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than
money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people say or
do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or break a
company .... a church .... a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day
regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past .... we
cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevi-
table. The only thing we can do, is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude
.... L am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And
so it is with you .... we are in charge of our ATTITUDES.”

(Charles Swindoll)

Missionary Servants of the Poor: We are inviting you to share in our Missionary Work
in Peru. Contact the following address: - Missionary Servants of the Poor,

10 Chicheley Gardens, Harrow HA3 6 QH, United Kingdom. Tel: 750 042 1991.
msptw.uk@gmail.com.

Accord: Covid-19 Couples & Relationships support Line. If you need to speak to an
experienced couples & relationships counselor during this time of unprecedented stress
and pressure on family life..... Contact 01 5313331 from 9.00 am—8.00 pm, Monday to
Friday. All calls charged at local rate.

A COVID - 19 Community Outreach Champion is now available in your county to
link local community groups and volunteers to those people cocooning or in need of sup-
port at this time. You can contact your local Champion for County/City, Karen Dolan, on
087 7167593 or email kdolan@]Idco.ie. The Local Authority helpline is 071-9650473 and
is open from 8am-8pm, 7 days a week.

Church Ceremonies: Weekend Mass from St Joseph’s Church Aughavas and St Mary’s
Church, Cloone are available on Aughavas Local History Facebook and Cloone Home-
coming pages. Also, all Masses are available on aughavasgaa page on YouTube. Please
note if you have a smart TV you can watch on the you tube page of aughavasgaa.
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